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WEDNESDAY, 14 DECEMBER 2022 

LAST MEETING 
In November we had a Zoom meeting, run by Lesley Plant from her relative’s home in New Zealand.  Our 
speaker was Dr Nick Barratt, who talked to us about Family History & the Media - Behind the Scenes at 
Who Do You Think You Are? 

Nick explained how WDYTYA? was inspired by Time Team and in particular Tony Robinson’s role as the 
non-expert taking the viewer on a journey.  The concept of the first series was an exploration of social 
history and the reason different celebrities presented each episode was because they would be better 
presenters being more at ease with cameras than members of the public, and they were chosen because 
their ancestors were involved in one of the chosen 10 social history subjects, e.g. the military.  150 
celebrities were approached, with 3 rules for taking part, (1) there was to be no script, (2) they could not 
talk about it with family in advance, and (3) they would have no involvement in the editing process.  This 
reduced the shortlist to 25.  The title came from Bill Oddie in the first series when he said, “I don’t know 
who I am”.  

The nature of the programme soon changed and, while the 3 rules remain, it has developed flexibility in 
response to the celebrities and the material.  Nick talked about Ian Hislop’s episode, where his rather 
‘Boy’s Own’ attitude towards military history was turned on its head when confronted with the reality of the 
situations that his relatives experienced in the place where they fought, and Jeremy Paxman’s reaction on 
being confronted with his family’s abject poverty. 

The programme has developed over the years and changed the landscape of television.  The Bill Oddie 
episode, which talked about his mother’s mental health issues and their impact on family, paved the way 
for programmes like Stephen Fry on Bi-Polar disorder.  It also showed how looking back we can use 
history to help us move forward. 

After his talk, Nick joined us in a brief, animated discussion about the future of family history.  He raised 
the importance of Zoom, the expertise of groups like ours as unique selling points and the value of 
ancestral tourism.  It was an engaging and thought-provoking evening. 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING 

We will be back at The Kenilworth Centre for a discussion evening and the Committee will host our regular 

Christmas Social.  (Apologies for the delay in updating the Calendars, but planning has 

been a bit ‘fluid’ this year and this has now been remedied.) 

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BRING ANYTHING (UNLESS YOU HAVE SPECIFIC 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS) - THE COMMITTEE WILL PROVIDE WINE, A NON-

ALCOHOLIC ALTERNATIVE AND NIBBLES. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING  
The January meeting is currently a little uncertain.  During the period that we were 

negotiating to be allowed to hold meetings via Zoom, we held off booking a speaker and 

this slot is currently vacant. 

 Likes 

 Followers 

CHANGES TO THE tKC ENTRY SYSTEM 

The Kenilworth Centre has asked us to use the buzzer entry system, because they have had a 

number of instances when members of the public have been hanging around in the lobby and toilets.  

While no damage has been done they would (understandably) like the building to be kept as secure as 

possible.  

Going forward, when you arrive please buzz to be let in.  As this is the first time, a Committee 

member will be in the lobby until the start of the meeting.  

https://www.facebook.com/MidlandAncestorsKenilworth
https://kenilworthfamilyhistorysociety.wordpress.com
mailto:kenilworthfhs@gmail.com
https://midland-ancestors.uk/


MIDLANDS ANCESTORS NEWS   
2023 PROGRAMME  

The 2023 Programme is included with the email that this newsletter was attached to.  This has been an awkward 
year to arrange and our thanks go to Lesley Plant for all her hard work throughout the year to organise this. 

The Programme will also be added to the Calendar on the MA website (https://midland-ancestors.uk/events/category/
public/). 

ZOOM  
We did send out a brief email after our last meeting, but to confirm; Lesley attended the November MA Executive 
meeting the evening (our time, morning her time) before our November meeting, when it was “agreed that we may 
have a flexible approach to meeting, including using Zoom”. 

We have, of course, currently got the 2023 programme set up with speakers to deliver talks live, but we will review 
that. 

We hope you will agree that this is encouraging and when we meet this week we will be inviting some positive 
discussion, bubbling with ideas, rather than all feeling resentful! 

RENAMING  

In accordance with the decision taken at our ABM in May, we are now officially rebranding to Midland Ancestors 
Kenilworth Group from Kenilworth Family History Society.  You may not notice the difference, as we have been 
gradually adopting the name over the last months.  Our website (the address of which we cannot rename) will 
become a forwarding site to the Kenilworth Group page of the MA site, and we are endeavouring to change the name 
of our Facebook page, but this is dependant on the ‘elves’ (or ’bots) at Facebook permitting this change.  Currently 
we have the address www.facebook.com/MidlandAncestorsKenilworth but when you go there the page title still 
shows Kenilworth Family History Society - A Branch of Midland Ancestors. We have requested the name 
change again, but if this persists in January we will use an alternative method to change this. 

‘BIG’ FAMILY HISTORY BY HELEN ELDRIDGE 

Having visited Austria and Germany this summer, including the Hofburg in Innsbruck and neighbouring Hofkirche 
which houses the memorial to Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor, featuring 28 large bronze statues (200–250 cm) of 
his ancestors, relatives and heroes.  I have become somewhat obsessed with the European Royal dynasties and 
their inter-marriages and have been researching these ever since.  My curiosity has led to me finding a few 
interesting articles, etc., and was directed to these via the latest LostCousins newsletter: 

• Heinrich XIII Prinz Reuss zu Köstritz and the plot to storm the Reichstag 
The protagonist in the plot to overthrow the German government, who was among 25 people arrested on 7 
December, appears to be a 71 year-old descendant of a 700-year-old noble family that once reigned over a tiny 
state in eastern Germany. 

The interesting thing about this family is that ever since their ancestor Heinrich II “The Rich” was ennobled by 
Heinrich VI Holy Roman Emperor in the 12th Century, all male children have been named Heinrich, with a 
different numbering system for each branch and restarting at I each century.  You thought you had it rough with a 
limited number of Christian names in your family! (Read more) 

• Charles V Holy Roman Emperor: French scientists decode 500-year-old letter 
A coded letter signed in 1547 by the most powerful ruler in Europe has been cracked by French scientists, 
revealing that he lived in fear of an assassination attempt by an Italian mercenary. (Read more) 

And in a similar vein: 

‘THE WORLD: A FAMILY HISTORY’  
BY SIMON SEBAG MONTEFIORE 
ISBN-13   :   978-0297869672 

Simon Sebag Montefiore appeared on Sunday with Laura Kuenssberg this morning (11 Dec), 
talking about his book, The World: A family history which tells, “the story of humanity from 
prehistory to the present day, told through the one thing all humans have in common: family.” 

The Amazon blurb reads, “We begin with the footsteps of a family walking along a beach 
950,000 years ago. From here,  Montefiore takes us on an exhilarating epic journey through the 
families that have shaped our world: the Caesars, Medicis and Incas, Ottomans and Mughals, 
Bonapartes, Habsburgs and Zulus, Rothschilds, Rockefellers and Krupps, Churchills, Kennedys, 
Castros, Nehrus, Pahlavis and Kenyattas, Saudis, Kims and Assads.” 

It looks like an interesting application of our hobby. 

• 2-4 March 2023 (FREE) 

RootsTech 2023: Salt Lake City & Virtual 

go to: www.familysearch.org/rootstech  

• 24 June 2023 (£) 

The Family History Show: York Racecourse 

go to: thefamilyhistoryshow.com  

FESTIVALS, SHOWS & EXHIBITIONS 
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