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WEDNESDAY, 9 NOVEMBER 2022 

LAST MEETING 
In October we were joined by one of our most-postponed COVID-19 speakers, Dr Cathryn Enis, Honorary 
Research Fellow at the College of Arts and Law, University of Birmingham, whose talk was advertised as 
Family Networks in Elizabethan England. 

Cathryn’s talk really took us through the various Elizabethan documents that are available and how to find 
them, concentrating her subject around the Kenilworth area and the Dudley and related families. 

As she said, when she has set herself a research project, she finds her source material is usually held at 
many different archives and is always surprised when other researchers manage to complete projects 
using only one archive. 

The various sources useful for researching people locally in the Elizabethan period included the ‘Survey of 
Manors, Lands, etc., of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester’ dated 25 May 1579 and local Muster Rolls that 
include names for ‘common people’. 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING  REGISTER HERE 
We are thrilled to welcome Dr Nick Barratt, via Zoom, to talk to us about Family History & the Media - 
Behind the Scenes at Who Do You Think You Are?   

Nick obtained a PhD in History from King’s College, London in 1996.  He is a Fellow of the Royal 

Historical Society, an Honorary Associate Professor of Public History at the University of Nottingham, and 

a teaching fellow at the University of Dundee where he supports the Centre for Archive and Information 

Studies.  Other roles include President of the Federation of Family History Societies and committee 

member for the Community Archive and Heritage Group.  He is also a published author and provides 

expert research and heritage services via his company Sticks Research Agency. 

He started work in television for the BBC as a specialist archive researcher for a number of programmes, 
including House Detectives.  His main claim to fame was as the genealogical consultant leading the team 
of researchers for the first four series of Who Do You Think You Are?, though many of the celebrities he 
worked on from 2003-2007 have appeared in subsequent series. (for more information see Nick’s 
website) 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING  
In December we will be back at The Kenilworth Centre for a discussion evening and the Committee will 

host our regular Christmas Social (so no need to bring anything with you, unless you have specific dietary 

requirements).  

We would be grateful for ideas for a discussion topic.  The Committee has mooted, The Future of Family 

History and our group (see overleaf). 

TALKS 
TALKS MAY BE SUBJECT TO POSTPONEMENT OR CANCELLATION; PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE WEBSITE TO CHECK. 
• Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society www.warwickshireias.org 

Meetings at 7:30pm at The Halse Pavilion, Warwick School, WARWICK CV34 6PP and ONLINE 
Thu, 10 Nov [Live/Hybrid] ‘Harry Ferguson: Man of Vision’ by Chris Clack 

• Kenilworth History & Archaeology Society www.warwickshirehistory.org.uk  
Meeting at 7:30 for 7:45pm at The Senior Citizens’ Club, Abbey End, Kenilworth, CV8 1QJ 

 Mon, 14 Nov ‘Draper’s Hall: an Archaeological Journey’ by Paul Thompson 

• Warwickshire Local History Society www.warwickshirehistory.org.uk  
Meeting at 7 for 7:30pm at Aylesford School Primary Hall, Tapping Way, Warwick, CV34 6XR  

 Tue, 15 Nov ‘Changing Health Provision in 19th Century Warwickshire’ by Dr John Wilmott 
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MIDLANDS ANCESTORS NEWS   
November sees the last of our Zoom meetings, for the time being.  Lesley Plant will be hosting the 
meeting from New Zealand where she is currently on holiday.  The Committee had a successful test 
meeting on Sunday evening with no delays or issues experienced (… technology really is amazing, isn’t 
it!). 

The discussions about retaining some element of Zoom meetings remains firmly on the Committee’s 
agenda and it continues to talk to MA about its options and working to offer an interesting and diverse 
programme for 2023.  This is not easy with growing costs for speaker fees and travel costs for in-person 
meetings. 

There was a feeling that our speaker in October, Cathryn Enis, was somehow ‘meant’ to be with us on that 
particular evening (having twice been postponed), as there was some discussion about the future of family 
history and groups like ours, and she wholeheartedly engaged in this with us.  She also gave us ideas, as 
well as a contact at the Centre for West Midlands History at the University of Birmingham to secure other 
speakers (this contact has already contributed to our 2023 programme and we have booked two talks and 
are in discussion with another researcher who is researching family heirlooms). 

It may be later than previous years, but we will now aim to publish the 2023 Programme by the December 
newsletter at the latest. 

Finally, the Committee would like to host the Christmas social element of the evening, providing nibbles 
and refreshments, so you don’t need to bring anything.  However, we do not have a speaker, and we 
propose a discussion about the future of family history and our group, or the pros and cons of family 
history research (based on this article on the Warwick University website).  We are, of course, open to 
suggestions and if anyone would like to present a short talk about recent discoveries in their family tree 
(e.g. has the 1921 Census opened any doors for you?) or similar please let us know. 

Unlock unlimited access to the 1921 Census 
 www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census 
This is a tip that Lesley Plant shared at the October meeting - if you are a FindMyPast subscriber, you can 
now update to a Premium subscription for full access to the 1921 Census (Difference: 12-month Plus 
subscription £129.99 -v– 12-month Premium subscription £199.99.  Upgrading will pro-rata the difference 
in the remainder of any existing subscription). 

This is helpful when researching a place, because you can easily browse through the neighbouring 
properties.  Pay-per-view census transcriptions cost £2.50 and an image costs £3.50 per household, 
although subscribers do receive discounts on these prices. 

“There is no end to the secrets and surprises hidden in the 1921 Census and now there is no limit to the 
access you can enjoy.  With our new Premium subscription, you can delve into this century-old snapshot 
of England and Wales to your heart's content.  Start solving those mysteries in your family story today.” 

FindMyPast 

OUT NOW: ‘THE SAWTOOTH SLAYER’ BY NATHAN DYLAN GOODWIN  
ASIN   :   B0B8ZP2V6C 

Nathan Dylan Goodwin’s latest investigative genetic genealogy mystery novel is now 
available. One of our own members has read this already and rates it . 

April 2020, Twin Falls, Idaho.  A serial killer is on the loose.  A nameless man is 
kidnapping young women from their own homes, taking them out of the city to kill them 
before returning their bodies to random locations around the city.  Detective Maria 
Gonzalez heads up the investigation but has very few leads to pursue.  As time passes 
and fears rise that the killer might strike again with a fifth victim, Maria turns to Venator - 
an investigative genetic genealogy company - in the hope that they can identify the 
killer from his DNA alone before he has the chance to take yet another life.  Despite her 
initial reticence to take on the company’s first ever live case, Madison Scott-Barnhart 
and her team in Salt Lake City agree to try to reveal the identity of this barbaric serial 
killer.  In the midst of the global pandemic that has closed the Venator office and posed 

both personal and professional problems for Madison, time is running out on this case. 

• 11-12 November 2022 (£) 

FHF Really Useful Family History Show 

go to: www.fhf-reallyuseful.com 

• 2-4 December 2022 (£) 

The Genealogy Show: Winter Event 

go to: www.thegenealogyshowlive.com 
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