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WEDNESDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2022 

LAST MEETING 
In September we met during the period of national mourning for HM The Queen and, before the talk, 
observed a minute’s silence. 

On his fifth visit to our group, John Frearson gave a vivid talk about his research on an earlier John 
Frearson. He began by talking about his One Name Study of the name Frearson, which is fairly unusual 
and, when he started, believed would be a simple project. 

Focussing on the name ‘John’, he discovered one who appeared in a court case about his bookshop in 
Manchester selling banned political pamphlets about socialism. 

This John appeared to be in Manchester, but he also discovered one being born in Leicester and evidence 
of another in Birmingham, making fastenings, and yet another as far afield as the USA. John told us how 
he had a ‘hunch’ that they were all the same man, but had to do a lot of research before he could be sure. 

Eventually he tied the story, which is full of twists and turns, together and has published it as John 
Frearson of Manchester and Birmingham – the forgotten socialist  c.1811-1888 (ISBN:  978-0-
9563350-8-1, www.johnphfrearson.co.uk), the back-cover blurb of which reads: 

“John Frearson was born in Leicestershire, a chartist bookseller in Manchester, and buried in a 
Birmingham guinea grave.  A cutler and political speaker, he worked with Robert Owen in the 1830s 
and fled to America to avoid arrest in 1840.  Returning to Birmingham, making fastenings, he 
exhibited at the 1851 Great Exhibition; patented the cross-head [now Phillips] screw and introduced 
the Saturday half-holiday to Birmingham.  A radical socialist, he wrote for the Co-operator in the 
1860s and wrote advising William Morris in the 1880s.  He also ran a temperance hotel and 
managed a French giant!”   

THIS MONTH’S MEETING  
Following many postponements, we are pleased to welcome Catherine Enis, Honorary Research Fellow 
at the College of Arts and Law, University of Birmingham, who will speak to us about Family Networks in 
Elizabethan England 

Cathryn writes, “I tend to specialise in family networks so I could focus on Kenilworth families if you like 
and perhaps share some of the sources I use. I also like to bring women to the fore and show how they 
were central to creating these family networks (as with the Dugdale paper) so I can emphasise that and 
we could make that the focus of the Q&A.” 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING  
In November we are thrilled to have Dr Nick Barratt talking to us via Zoom about Family history and the 

media: behind the scenes of Who Do You Think You Are?  

Nick started work in television for BBC as a specialist archive researcher for a number of programmes, 

including House Detectives. His main claim to fame was as the genealogical consultant leading the team 

of researchers for the first four series of Who Do You Think You Are?  

We hope you will be able to join us. 

TALKS 
TALKS MAY BE SUBJECT TO POSTPONEMENT OR CANCELLATION; PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE WEBSITE TO CHECK. 
• Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society www.warwickshireias.org 

Meetings at 7:30pm at The Halse Pavilion, Warwick School, WARWICK CV34 6PP and ONLINE 

Thu, 13 Oct [Live/Hybrid] ‘Coventry Canal: 5½ Miles of History’ by David Fry 

• Warwickshire Local History Society www.warwickshirehistory.org.uk  
Meeting at 7 for 7:30pm at Aylesford School Primary Hall, Tapping Way, Warwick, CV34 6XR  

 Tue, 18 Oct ‘Long Compton in World War II’ by Bill Cook 

 Likes 
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MIDLANDS ANCESTORS NEWS   
Your Committee has continued to work to facilitate the Kenilworth Group’s requirements going forward. 

Chris, our Treasurer, and Lesley have requested a meeting with Phil Lamb and the MA Treasurer to thrash out 
the procedure around our banking since amalgamating our funds into the MA account.  

To clarify, your membership subscription is paid to MA and MA pays the group’s room hire, together with a fixed 
contribution towards speaker fees, which covers part of our costs. Until now, we have paid for everything else 
from your contributions at the door and our reserves (now in MA’s bank account) that are primarily a legacy of 
Betty Sunley’s coach trips to the Family Records Centre and Kew.  

Therefore, Chris still has to keep track of our money (referred to by MA as “Virtual Reserves”) whilst not having 
control of the banking which, without good communication set up with MA, will be something of a challenge!  

In an email from Phil Lamb, the Committee has been told “that local groups must not lose sight of the fact that 
we do not run on fresh air. … consideration should be given to trying to gain some income.”  

As we reported last month, the Committee has also been faced with the prospect of no longer being permitted 
to use Zoom for meetings. In the run-up to the MA Executive Committee, Lesley Plant was working particularly 
hard to argue for the winter Zoom meetings that our members agreed would be beneficial. However, Phil Lamb 
has reported to us that, “the general consensus is that the society should not be doing any more Zoom 
members’ meetings. … It was felt that, as a society, we should be encouraging people to come into the various 
meeting rooms. As, if by drawing back from local engagement and promotion, at a grass roots level, then a 
local group may just as well not exist. It is in the meeting rooms that makes a group what it is, the social 
interaction that you just cannot get with any virtual meeting.”  

Our argument was that Kenilworth and the surrounding villages (near and far) do not have a strong enough 
public transport infrastructure to allow people who do not want/cannot drive on dark nights to get to meetings.  

The Committee met on Sunday night and agreed that this edict seems to be against the tide of change of both 
family history research and decline in group memberships generally; we feel having the option would have 
offered us greater flexibility, the chance to reach many more members and expand the pool of potential 
speakers. We are aware that our Zoom talks reached people across the globe and those with an interest, but 
not living locally, are being excluded.   

Phil has also turned down the argument that Zoom meetings do not require venue fees and refused to ‘pro-rata’ 
venue and Zoom costs. MA will retain Zoom for admin purposes only and the suggestion is that if there are 
future Zoom meetings from ‘headliners’, these should be arranged by MA in Birmingham, not groups. The 
Committee does not know how other MA groups structure their programmes, nor how they are dealing with the 
decisions being made centrally. 

On a positive note, the November talk from Nick Barratt that we booked last year, pre-dates the above decision 
and is being allowed to go ahead. 

The Committee will continue to explore its options, but any thoughts or feedback you may have, as a member, 
would be very welcome. If you would like any further information please ask a member of the Committee or 
email kenilworthfhs@gmail.com 

THE LOST KING - OUT NOW IN CINEMAS  
The discovery of King Richard III, 10 years ago now, in a local council car park in 
Leicester remains one of the most fascinating stories and examples of the use of 
DNA - when we invited Professor Turi King to speak to our group we had by far 
our largest in-person turn-out ever. 

A new film, The Lost King, was released on Monday, 10 October, which is a 
fictionalised account of Philippa Langley’s story. Philippa is the amateur historian 
and Ricardian who organised the dig, worked to bring the academics on-board and 
was a key figure in locating the body. 

The film has received good reviews, but there is some debate about the ‘black and 
white’ portrayal of the amateur -v- academic contributions to the project. 

“The Lost King is an enjoyable and timely watch. It taps into contemporary discussions 
around the need to evaluate what we think we know about history, to seek out new 
evidence and remain open to alternative interpretations.  

“And with our late Queen’s extraordinary funeral still fresh in our memories, the 
significance of finally enabling one of her predecessors to rest in due state seems 
greater still.” (https://britishperioddramas.com/news/the-lost-king-2022-movie-review-sally-hawkins/) 

• 11-12 November 2022 (£) 

FHF Really Useful Family History Show 

go to: www.fhf-reallyuseful.com 

• 2-4 December 2022 (£) 

The Genealogy Show: Winter Event 

go to: www.thegenealogyshowlive.com 

FESTIVALS, SHOWS & EXHIBITIONS 
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