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WEDNESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 2022 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING  
With the sad news of HM The Queen’s death on 8 September, the question of going ahead with a 
meeting during the period of nation mourning has been considered. 

The Committee discussed this as soon as it heard the news and also contacted the speaker, John 
Frearson. With his confirmation that he is happy to go ahead, the Committee decided to proceed. We 
will observe a minute’s silence at the start of the meeting. We hope you will join us, but understand if 
you do not wish to attend. 

The talk John will give is titled, ‘The Unknown Socialist: John Frearson – hooks, screws and a giant!’; 
witness to Owenites [1830s], co-operation [1850s] and Morris’s socialism [1880s]. Wife born at 
Waterloo. Bookseller, reformer, socialist, inventor of cross-head screws. Managed a French giant!   

This is the fifth time John has joined us; he has previously spoken to us about the Speight family, 
photographers of Rugby, Frearson family, ‘The Green Room Plaque’ and Maundy Rodgers. 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING  
Next month Catherine Enis, Honorary Research Fellow at the College of Arts and Law, University of 

Birmingham, will speak to us about ‘Family Networks in Elizabethan England’ 

Cathryn writes, “I tend to specialise in family networks so I could focus on Kenilworth families if you like 

and perhaps share some of the sources I use. I also like to bring women to the fore and show how they 

were central to creating these family networks (as with the Dugdale paper) so I can emphasise that and 

we could make that the focus of the Q&A.”  

TALKS 
TALKS MAY BE SUBJECT TO POSTPONEMENT OR CANCELLATION; PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE WEBSITE TO CHECK. 
• Kenilworth History & Archeology Society www.khas.co.uk 

We meet at 7.30pm for a prompt start at 7.45 in The Senior Citizens’ Club off Abbey End Car Park. All are welcome. Entry 
is free for members and entry for non-members costs £2.  

12 Sep 'Coventry in the Civil War’ by John Chester 

• Warwickshire Industrial Archeology Society www.warwickshireias.org 
Live/hybrid meetings at the Halse Pavilion, Warwick School, CV34 6PP at 7.30pm. Doors open at 7pm 
for refreshments. WIAS ‘Zoom’ Visitors go to:  https://www.warwickshireias.org/wias-zoom-visitor. 
Suggested donation £3 

13 Oct 'Coventry Canal: 5½ miles of history’ by David Fry 

• Coventry Family History Society www.covfhs.org 
We hold meetings at The Old Coventrians Sports Ground, Tile Hill Lane, COVENTRY, CV4 9DE. The 
meeting room is open from 7.00pm and the business of the meeting starts at 7.30pm. There is a 
recommended donation of £2 (£3 for non-members) towards the hire of the room and refreshments.  

12 Sep 'Funny Turns’ by David Moylan 
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MIDLANDS ANCESTORS’ NEWS 

Group Meeting Formats 

Following a discussion with Phil Lamb last week, Lesley Plant brought to our last Committee Meeting a 
number of his views: 

• All groups should be operating in the same way 

• Wants people to get back to live meetings 

Lesley is the only person, other than Phil, who has a licence to run Zoom meetings and it appears Phil’s 
concern is that Kenilworth Group may be perceived as receiving preferential treatment. This could 
result in the group losing the facility to use Zoom. 

Phil has also been frustrated by the fact that running hybrid meetings from the Birmingham & Midland 
Institute has resulted in members not bothering to attend in-person (see Phil’s letter in the September 
issue of Midland Ancestor (Vol 19 No 15)). 

Lesley was keen to impress on Phil that our group is different to the central group: The ease of access 
and provision of public transport in the centre of Birmingham is very different to Kenilworth, where many 
people need to drive in; In Birmingham there is a dedicated venue and they have been able to hold 
daytime meetings, whereas in Kenilworth we have a weekday evening meeting. Lesley also explained 
that none of Kenilworth’s Zoom meetings are hybrid (the Zoom licence replacing room hire fees) and 
are freely available to all MA members and visitors worldwide and have given us by far our highest 
attendance figures in recent years. 

As you will be aware, Kenilworth members have expressed a wish to hold online meetings during the 
winter months and Phil is aware that we have Nick Barrett booked for our November meeting and any 
decision will not be immediate. 

The discussion continues and the Committee is currently considering a response to an inquiry from MA 
asking who will be using Zoom in the future and what do you see as the benefits (or negatives) to using 
it. Our response will be considered at the Executive meeting on 3 October and we will, of course, let 
you know any further news as we receive it. 

Please let us know if you have an opinion that you would like to put forward.   

Charging for Meetings 

Another item that his been raised for discussion, in line with the wish that all groups are being run in the 
same way, is whether groups charge for meetings. MA has again requested the groups’ response. 

The Kenilworth Committee has only ever requested a donation at the door. Of course MA members 
have already paid a membership fee to the organisation and the Committee has always been of the 
opinion that MA has charitable status with educational aims and charging for meetings is not allowed 
(legally) and does not align with the charity status/aims. Our response will question this.  

NEWS ITEM  
Heritage Open Days to go ahead www.heritageopendays.org.uk 

A statement on the Heritage Open Days website dated 9 September, reads, “After careful 
consideration, as the festival has already begun, we have taken the decision for Heritage Open Days to 
go ahead for local communities and to safeguard participants. We will support our extraordinary local 
organisers to run or cancel their events in whatever way feels right.” 

Among other places, Kenilworth Abbey Museum and Heritage Centre and St Nicholas Church are both 
planning open days. To find places to visit, go the website.  

The website will update listings as often as possible, please look out for changes.   

FHF Really Useful Family History Show 

Along with this newsletter, we are attaching a newsletter about the FHF Really Useful Family History 
Show, an online event on Friday, 11 November 6:00pm - 10:00pm GMT and Saturday, 12 November 
10:00am - 6:00pm. 

 

• 24 September 2022 (£) 

The Family History Show, London 2022 

go to: https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com  

• 11-12 November 2022 (£) 

FHF Really Useful Family History Show 

go to: www.fhf-reallyuseful.com 

FESTIVALS, SHOWS & EXHIBITIONS 
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