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WEDNESDAY, 8 JUNE 2022 

LAST MEETING 
May was the Annual Business Meeting and there is a brief report overleaf. 

Following the ABM, our speaker was John Berkeley OBE, who gave a talk entitled ‘Looking 
for Answers… a family quest’. 

He began by showing us his birth certificate, dated a matter of days after VE Day in 1945 and 
explained that he had grown up the child of a single mother, and had never known anything 
about his father apart from his Grandmother disciplining him by saying, “You don’t want to turn 
out like your father, do you?”.  

His research to find out more about his father, who was required to report home to 
Czechoslovakia for demobilisation and never returned, led him on a journey to discovering his 
Jewish ancestry and his family’s direct involvement in the tumultuous events of World War II. 

John told his fascinating story in such a way as to take his audience along on the journey as 
he discovered and visited the town his family came from and learned about his father’s family, including 
his half-brother and aunts and uncles who survived the holocaust, as well as those who did not.  He had 
also made the journey to find the location where his grandparents were loaded into cattle trucks and then 
the destination of those trucks, Auschwitz. 

John was also able to tell us about the Jewish resources that he used along the way, including JewishGen 
(https://www.jewishgen.org) and the Yizkor books (memorial books commemorating a Jewish community 
destroyed during the Holocaust) for Khust (his family’s home town). 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING  
This month we will have a talk from Richard Churchley entitled ‘My Churchley Family – A Typical West 
Midlands Family?’.  He will speak about the ups and downs of his family which he discovered from a 
variety of sources. 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING  
July will be a Members’ Meeting and our usual Summer Social.  If you would like to present a talk on any 
aspect of your family history research, or have an idea for the members’ part of the meeting, please do not 
hesitate to let a member of the Committee know. 

TALKS 
TALKS MAY BE SUBJECT TO POSTPONEMENT OR CANCELLATION; PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE WEBSITE : 
• Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society www.warwickshireias.org 

Meetings at 7:30pm at The Halse Pavilion, Warwick School, WARWICK CV34 6PP and ONLINE 

Thu, 9 Jun ‘The Edge Hill Light Railway’ by Andrew Baxter. For details of how to 
join by ZOOM, please see the website  

• Kenilworth History & Archaeology Society www.khas.co.uk  
Meeting at 7:30pm at Kenilworth Senior Citizens’ Club, Abbey End Car Park 

Mon, 13 Jun  ‘The Early Ferrers Family 1010–1517’ by Carole Preston 

• Leamington History Group https://leamingtonhistory.co.uk  
Meeting at 7:30pm at Oddfellows Hall, 22 New Street, LEAMINGTON SPA CV31 1HP 

Mon, 27 Jun  ‘“Fetch the Engine!” – A history of firefighting in Warwickshire’  
by Mike Bunn 
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MA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 2022 
As well as delivering its report on the last two years, because an ABM was not held in 2021, the 
Committee asked regular Kenilworth members to vote on a name change for the group; this is because we 
have been asked by Midland Ancestors to consider conforming to a ‘corporate’ identity.  Whilst the turnout 
for the ABM was not large, there was a frank discussion of members’ thoughts and it was felt that a 
change to ‘Midland Ancestors Kenilworth’ was acceptable, but that a tagline along the lines of “researching 
family history” or similar should be included. 

There was also a discussion about content and ideas for future meetings, with a number of completed 
questionnaires being submitted, for which the Committee is grateful and will use them to guide its 2023 
programme planning.  If you have not submitted a questionnaire, please feel free to email your thoughts or 
bring it along to this week’s meeting. 

Treasurer, Chris Sykes, also explained the difficulties encountered in banking for the group, having 
decided to leave HSBC due to new fees introduced in December 2021.  Opening an account with Virgin 
Money did not proceed, with no explanation, so the Committee had been attempting to open an account 
with MetroBank, but this was hitting hold-ups due to complications with naming/constitution issues.  It was 
concluded that the sensible course of action was to consider merging the group’s banking with MA. 

Following the ABM the Committee met with Phil Lamb of MA to discuss the above matters.  He asked that 
we adopt the name Midland Ancestors Kenilworth Group, which will bring us in line with other MA 
groups.  The bank account and concerns about ‘pooling’ funds with MA were also discussed and the 
Committee was reassured that it will be able to claim for any major items of expenditure, speakers ’ fees, 
etc.  The group will maintain a petty cash account for donations on the door and tea/coffee purchases.  
The application with MetroBank having stalled, it was decided to proceed with this course of action. 

With regards to the change of name, this will be actioned at the end of the year, when new material is 
produced, i.e. the 2023 programme. 

SUE PERKINS ON WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?:  
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 

The new series of Who Do You Think You Are? kicked off on Thursday, 26 May, with comedian and 
broadcaster Sue Perkins. 

In her episode she admitted that it was the loss of her dad in 2017 that made her want to “stop in her 
tracks” and examine her family’s past and find out where their traits originated from.  “We’re a conflation of 
all the pain and suffering and fun and movement of our ancestors,” she said. 

Her journey took her through the story of her grandmother who was lucky to gain a salaried position as a 
municipal midwife in Southampton in 1937, and her grandfather who lost his parents and ended up in the 
workhouse, only to be saved by his uncle; to farmers of German descent in rural Lithuania who became 
displaced during WWII. 

Read more at https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/episode/sue-perkins or watch the episode 
at https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer 

 

COVENTRY MEDIEVAL 
TREASURES 
Medieval Coventry (a registered 
charity) has just released 
Coventry’s Medieval 
Treasures, a free self-guided 
tour of the city.  It can be 
downloaded onto a smartphone 
or tablet or used remotely on a 
computer.  Discover more about 
medieval Coventry at https://
tours.medievalcoventry.co.uk 

This is intended to be a physical 
walking tour, guided by using 
the App on a smart-phone. 
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