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LAST MEETING 
April saw a return to in-person meetings with a speaker and it was wonderful to have so many people 
come along to hear Helen Ball BA MCLIP FPAR speak to us. 

Helen is a probate researcher and gave a thorough and interesting talk about her career, starting with her 
interest in family history and genealogy as a teenage hobby, to setting up a company, Helvor Probate 
Research Ltd, with a business-minded friend and bidding for Council contracts. 

It was fascinating to hear how the industry has changed over recent years. I suspect most of the audience 
was interested from having watched programmes like Heir-Hunters and understood probate researchers 
worked cases from the Bona Vacantia (Government list of unclaimed estates), but changes in practice 
have led to many Councils going direct to contracted researchers like Helen and the Bona Vacantia has 
been slashed to less than 6,883 estates (as of 09/05/2022) from many thousands.  

Helen talked about the service she provides to Cheshire East Council, with which she has had a contract 
since 2015, and the infinite variety of situations she finds herself in. As well as desk-based research, she 
makes house visits with Council Officers to the homes of recently deceased people and told how, at one 
house the furniture was due to go to auction, but the appraiser that came knew how to locate a hidden 
latch in a chest of drawers, that revealed a hidden drawer full of fine jewellery, which substantially 
increased the value of the  estate. 

Helen’s talk did not include a PowerPoint or slide presentation, but she held the audience captivated 
throughout. 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING  
May is the Annual Business Meeting and regular Kenilworth members have received information about 
some questions the Committee would like to ask them. Please remember to bring along the questionnaire 
part of the form with your ideas about what you would like future meetings to include, which the Committee 
will use to inform the 2023 Programme.  

Following the ABM, our speaker is John Berkeley OBE, who will talk to us about ‘Looking for Answers… 
a family quest’. He writes, “This is the story of one man’s search for his past, for answers to questions 
that had eluded him since childhood. What secrets lay behind the absence of his father, why was his name 
changed before he started school and could he have other relatives out there somewhere, as ignorant of 
his existence as he was of theirs? Would he ever discover the truth and where did the answers lie? 
Discovering his late mother’s diaries was a breakthrough but he could only imagine where his search 
would lead.” 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING  
In June we will have a talk from Richard Churchley entitled ‘My Churchley Family – A Typical West 

Midlands Family?’ 

TALKS 
TALKS MAY BE SUBJECT TO POSTPONEMENT OR CANCELLATION; PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE WEBSITE TO CHECK. 
• Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society www.warwickshireias.org 

Meetings at 7:30pm at The Halse Pavilion, Warwick School, WARWICK CV34 6PP and ONLINE 

Thu, 12 May ‘The Bonniksens and Leamington Aerodrome’ by Allan Jennings. For details of 
how to join by ZOOM, please see the website  

• Leamington History Group https://leamingtonhistory.co.uk  
Meeting at 7:30pm at Oddfellows Hall, 22 New Street, LEAMINGTON SPA CV31 1HP 

Mon, 23 May  ‘The Toone Family in the USA’ with Helen Pendery and Darlene Odenwalders 
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WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 2022 CELEBRITIES ANNOUNCED  
The five celebrities taking part in the 2022 series of long-running BBC series Who Do You Think You Are? have been 
revealed, with Sue Perkins, Matt Lucas, Anna Maxwell Martin, Richard Osman, and Ralf Little set to discover more 
about their ancestry. 

The 19
th
 series of the programme, created by production company Wall to Wall, is to be broadcast on the BBC from 

26 May 2022. 

Celebrities revealed: 

• Sue Perkins - best known for presenting The Great British Bake Off 
and being one half of the comedy duo Mel and Sue, Perkins discovers 
more about her great grandfather's experience during the First World 
War, whilst also learning of a poignant tale of her German ancestors 
plight during the Second World War.   

• Richard Osman - the TV quiz-show presenter and novelist finds out 
more about his maternal grandfather and uncovers a story of an 
intriguing murder case.   

• Matt Lucas - the comedian and presenter delves into the history of 
his maternal grandmother who came to Britain in 1939.   

• Anna Maxwell Martin - the Line of Duty actor travels to Scotland and 
Ireland to explore her ancestry and learns more about a family 
tragedy.   

• Ralf Little - the Manchester-born actor, famous for appearing in The 
Royle Family and Death in Paradise, discovers more about a talented footballer ancestor, 
echoing his own career as a semi-professional before he went into acting. 

Read the article at Family Tree magazine website  

SOG: HAPPY MAY DAY  www.sog.org.uk 

May Day, or 1 May, is a traditional festival rich in history and folklore and has been celebrated across Europe 
for hundreds of years. Take a look at our Featured Stories this month and find out why.  

MAYDAY is also the international call for help, and we're responding. There are many ways we can support you with 
your research; we're opening our library to members at our temporary offices, and our Advice Line is back. 
Read all the ways we can help you and how you can help us in the SoG News Section.   

This month we also celebrate Local and Community History Month and National Share-a-Story Month. As Family 
Historians, we love to tell and preserve the stories of our ancestors, and our highlighted events will offer 
you guidance on how to do so. 

As usual, below you can read all our latest news or take part in our Book of the Month competition. To access a PDF 
version, click here.  

LOSTCOUSINS TURNED 18 www.lostcousins.com 

Having included an article from LostCousins in our April newsletter, the site has now turned 18 years old. 

Interestingly, the launch was only 1 year after FindMyPast was set up as 1837online and several months ahead 
of the first episode of Who Do You Think You Are? hit our TV 
screens. 

2004 does not seem very long ago (and nothing in comparison 
to FamilySearch being founded in 1894 … of course it was 
some time before the website came along!), but viewed 
through the advancement of internet genealogy, it is a very 
long time.  Who remembers when GenesReunited (launched 
2003) first gave us the ability to communicate with our 
relatives?                    

TIP: NEW FREE TV CHANNEL AVAILABLE  
The UKTV channel ‘W’ became free-to-air in March and also 
streams catchup on FreeView TV.  

Amongst the ‘new’ programmes available is The Secrets in My 
Family, originally broadcast in 2017. Presented by Alex Jones, 
the series explores family histories using DNA technology and 
genealogy experts.  

Made by Ancestry, the format is much like other family history  
programmes and its representation of the research is very basic, 
but it is interesting from the point of view of messy families and 
revelations when using DNA testing - it brings to mind 
discussions about ethical considerations of family research.  
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