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WEDNESDAY, 13 APRIL 2022 

LAST MEETING 
Our last pre-pandemic in-person meeting was March 2020; who ever imagined it would be two whole years 

before we would see each other again?  On 9 March 2022 a small group met for an informal get-together and 

took the opportunity to share what we have been getting up to, followed by a cuppa and a biscuit. 

The most interesting lockdown story was Jane’s; she was on a long-dreamed-of holiday to New Zealand when 

the world locked down in Spring 2020.  Instead of four weeks she ended up living there for some 14 months!  

Amongst her tales of her travelling adventures, she told us about her visit to Kaitaia in the far north of North 

Island, where she came across the gravestone of a Sarah Cross of Kenilworth, who died in 1941.  This led her 

on a genealogical investigation with the help of Nick Parker at home in Kenilworth.  

Their investigations led to Sarah’s daughter, Annie, who had emigrated to New Zealand to marry Joseph 

Hoddle, whose family had also lived in Castle End, Kenilworth. 

Together with the beauty of New Zealand, what a fascinating way to spend such a weird time! 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING   
We are so pleased to welcome Helen Ball BA MCLIP FPAR to speak to us about ‘Heir-Hunting’. Helen has 
been tracing her family history since the age of 10 and has enjoyed making the most of the progress she had 
made in the field of genealogy over the years.  She regularly visits record offices and archives for research as 
well as making the most of the services available online. 

She is a chartered member of the institute of Library and Information Professionals and enjoys breaking down 
those brick walls in family history by tracing small pieces on information from many sources and putting them 
together to make one big picture!  Helen is also a member of the Federation of Probate and Asset Researchers 
(FPAR), The Society of Genealogists and the Association of Professional Genealogists (APG). 

We are very excited to finally be having this talk.  Looking back, we realise it must have been 2018 when the 
Committee decided, having witnessed the popularity of the TV series ‘Heir Hunters’, to explore the possibility of 
a talk from a probate researcher.  We originally scheduled the talk for September 2019, which was postponed 
by the speaker for personal reasons.  Well, here we are, 2 years and 7 months and 2 speakers later.  

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING  
The May meeting will be the Annual Business Meeting, which will be followed by a talk entitled, ‘Looking for 

answers… a family quest’ by John Berkeley OBE. 

Following an online meeting with Midland Ancestors, which was attended by Committee members Lesley and 

Chris, there are a number of specific topics that we would like the members’ thoughts on and we will be sending  

papers and possibly a questionnaire to gauge your thoughts in advance.  

 Likes 

 Followers 

TALKS 
TALKS MAY BE SUBJECT TO POSTPONEMENT OR CANCELLATION; PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE WEBSITE TO CHECK. 
• Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society www.warwickshireias.org 

Meetings at 7:30pm at The Halse Pavilion. Warwick School, Myton Road, Warwick CV34 6PP and ONLINE 

Thu, 14 Apr 'Silent Servants: the long story of electric vehicles in Britain'  by Eric 
Woodcock.  Online via ZOOM  

• Warwickshire Local History Society www.warwickshirehistory.org.uk 
Meetings at 7:30pm at Aylesford School, Tapping Way, Warwick CV34 6XR and ONLINE 

Tue, 26 Apr AGM followed by 'Sir Roger Newdigate of Arbury' by Maria Tauber. For ZOOM 
link contact info@warwickshirehistory.org.uk     

• Leamington History Group https://leamingtonhistory.co.uk  
Meeting at 7:30pm at Oddfellows Hall, 22 New Street, Leamington Spa CV31 1HP. Please wear a mask. 

Mon, 25 Apr ‘William Gascoyne, the ambitious stone mason’ by Kevin Hunt 
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LOSTCOUSINS IS COMPLETELY FREE ENDS ST GEORGE’S DAY 

Many people think of LostCousins as a newsletter, but it’s so much more than that – the primary purpose of 
LostCousins is to connect family historians around the world who are researching the same ancestral lines.  Not 
so that you can become friends (though you might), but so that you can collaborate on the ‘brick walls’ that you 
share. 

I’ve always believed that nobody should be prevented from connecting with their ‘lost cousins’ just because they 
can’t afford it, so LostCousins is focused on censuses that are free – indeed 7 of the 9 censuses we use are free 
online, including at least one for each country. But that wouldn’t help if it was necessary to purchase a 
LostCousins subscription to search for cousins, because for some people even £10 a year is beyond their 
budget. 

That’s why it’s ALWAYS FREE to enter relatives from the census on your My Ancestors page, so you can search 
for living cousins, and – equally importantly – they can find you. It’s ALWAYS FREE to correspond with an 
existing connection, whether or not you’ve exchanged messages before, and it’s ALWAYS FREE to reply to 
messages you receive from other members, even if they are new contacts. However if you want to initiate contact 
with someone new, rather than wait for them to contact you, you normally need a LostCousins subscription – but 
because I don’t want anyone to be prevented from making connections by lack of funds, each year there are 
times when the LostCousins site is COMPLETELY FREE. 

From now until midnight on St George’s Day (Saturday, 23 April) everyone will be able to initiate a connection 
with the New contacts shown on their My Cousins page; this applies whether the connections are found during 
the offer period or have been found in the past. 

To take full advantage of this opportunity please make sure that you’ve entered ALL the relatives you can from 
the 1881 Census, remembering that it doesn’t much matter where your direct ancestors were in 1881, because 
all of your living cousins are descended from the branches of your tree. This means that the key relatives to enter 
are the ones from the branches – your ancestors’ brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, nieces, nephews, 1st cousins, 
2nd cousins etc. 

Tip: a good strategy is to start with all the relatives you can identify in 1841, whether or not you can find them on 
that census, then track each twig and branch until you get to 1881 (the GRO’s online birth indexes, which include 
the mother’s maiden name, have made the process so much easier). 

Peter Calver, extracted from the LostCousins Newsletter 

TV & PODCASTS 
DNA JOURNEY Series 3 www.itv.com/hub/dna-journey/2a5252 

A new series of DNA Journey - ITV’s family history programme - began last week, following ‘Chasers’ Shaun 
Wallace and Anne Hegerty discovering Shaun’s family’s story of slavery in Jamaica and Anne’s connections to 
the sinking of RMS Lusitania in 1915 and Scottish royalty. 

Tuesday, 12 April will see Dame Maureen Lipman and Rula Lenska, friends from Coronation Street, explore their 
families.  

REALLY USEFUL PODCAST 

The Family History Federation has launched a new series of family history podcasts, covering a 
range of topics and expert guests. Introduced by Joe Saunders.  

6 episodes are available to listen to online at www.familyhistoryfederation.com/podcast and there 
are a number of helpful links to find out more about the experts who are taking part. Subjects 
include: 

BOOKS 
Dating by Design 1840-1915:  
A new way of dating old photographs for family historians and genealogists by Stephen Gill 

Dating by Design is a totally new way of assessing the date of an old photograph based on costume, style and 
detail.  Stephen Gill writes in easy-to-understand terms and has illustrated the book with superb, original, 
colourised photographs. 

Dating by Design is most readable!  The subject has been tackled in a very detailed yet organised manner 
which makes it extremely easy for the reader throughout the book.  How many family historians have a box of old 
photographs of their ancestors lurking in a drawer somewhere? And they are not sure who it is or what date it is 
or what period it was taken. Well, help is at hand with this excellent book enabling them to date photos to a year! 

For more information or to purchase go to:  
https://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dating-by-design-1840-1915-by-stephen-gill-311 

Review extract from Family History Federation 
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