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NEWSLETTER 

WEDNESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2019 

Last Meeting: 
In October our own members, Lynn Hockton and Lesley Plant talked to us 
about the Civil War in Warwickshire: The Loss Accounts Project that 
they have been involved with.  

The project, led by Dr Maureen Harris of the University of Leicester through 
the Friends of Warwickshire County Record Office, and supported by Mairi 
Macdonald and the Dugdale Society, was made possible by means of a 
grant of £13,800 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. It has trained inexperienced 
volunteers from 22 history societies and parish and civic groups from all over 
'old' Warwickshire (which includes Birmingham, Coventry, Solihull and Sutton 
Coldfield) to transcribe more than 200 parliamentarian 'Accounts' covering 
three-quarters of Warwickshire's parishes. Lynn and Lesley were just two of 
those volunteers and they have been transcribing their local records. 

It was a fascinating glimpse into this period of social upheaval and the effect 
of the famous conflicts on the non-combatant general public. The differences 
between Lynn’s accounts for ‘neutral’ and well-protected Coventry and 
Lesley’s from Kenilworth were particularly interesting. 

Tonight:  

This evening we are pleased to welcome back Barbara Griffiths, who last 
came to speak to us about One Name Studies, when she briefly touched on 
DNA and its use in family history. Tonight she is going to speak to us on that 
specific subject; DNA & Family History Research. 

Next Meeting: 
11 Dec:  Christmas Social and Family History Workshop 

Jacqui Kirk will be joining us again in December to facilitate a 
workshop on ‘Storytelling’, with a view to gently ‘breaking us in’ to 
telling our own families’ stories. She writes, “discussion of the ways 
and means of publishing is all very well but first you need the actual 
words or images - the content of your website or book or video or 
whatever - and this is to a large extent Storytelling”  

 NOTE: You won’t need to bring your own research or equipment 
with you (unless you want to take notes). This session will be 
followed up at our March Workshop, when we hope to start 
applying our storytelling skills to our own families, so watch this 
space. 

 ALSO NOTE: This will also be our Christmas Social and the nature 
of the workshop will lend itself to casual conversation, nibbles and 
drinkies, so please bring along a plate FOR ONE to contribute to 
the bring and share buffet. Drinks will be provided. 
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You will recall that our original speaker in September, John 
Barker, who was going to speak to us about Probate Research/
Heir Hunting, was sadly unable to make it. The Committee hoped 
this talk, inspired by the popular BBC TV series, Heir Hunters, 
would be a particular draw to help boost our visitor numbers. Of 
course, you will recall that we had to find a replacement speaker 
and Nick Booker came to talk about the Welsh Highland Railway. 

Unfortunately, despite the Committee’s best efforts to 
communicate the change of speaker, in the local paper, on our 

website and Facebook page, some people came from Solihull who were 
expecting to hear the original speaker. This prompted the Committee to discuss 
the central Midland Ancestors website and the problem of out-of-date 
information appearing on its calendar in ‘emergencies’ like this. 

In October Phil Lamb met with Helen and Lesley and handed them control of the 
Kenilworth Group page (http://midland-ancestors.org/about/local-groups/
kenilworth-group-page/) and rights to add/edit our own calendar events. Please 
check out the page - we hope it will be helpful in the future and if anyone has 
ideas about local resources, it would be useful to add these. We will maintain the 
Kenilworth Family History Society website, because this is where we can post 
our own group’s news and it is where searches for our ‘Society name’ will lead 
people. 

News 
Family History on TV 

Monday and Tuesday this week saw Ant & Dec’s DNA Journey go out at 9pm 
on ITV. At the time of writing the second episode is yet to be broadcast, but the 
science and how-to element of DNA & Family History Research was non-
existent - it’s a good thing there are groups like ours which help people with that! 
But the interest in this subject continues to grow. If you missed it, the show is 
available on ITV Hub (www.itv.com/hub/ant-decs-dna-journey). 

Local Groups & Societies 

• Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society www.warwickshireias.org 
Meetings 7:30pm at The Pyne Room, Warwick School, CV34 6PP 

14 Nov: Brian Ellis: ‘The geological background to Warwickshire’s industrial 
activity’ 

• Rugby Family History Group www.rugbyfhg.co.uk 

Meetings 7:30pm at Percival Guildhouse, St Matthew’s Street, Rugby, CV21 3BY 

18 Nov: Susan Moore: ‘Clifton Hall School of Rock’ 

• Warwickshire Local History Society www.warwickshirehistory.org.uk 

Meetings 7:30pm at Aylesford School, Tapping Way, Warwick, CV34 6XR 

19 Nov: Dr John Bland: ‘Madness in Warwickshire’ 

 Likes 

 Followers 
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