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NEWSLETTER 

WEDNESDAY, 9 OCTOBER 2019 

Last Meeting: 

In September we welcomed back Nick Booker (who spoke to us about Mail 
Rail last October) to tell us The Story of James Cholmeley Russell, a 
London-born barrister, expert on family law, financier, property developer 
and railway entrepreneur. Russell was a key shareholder and at one time 
Chairman, Managing Director and Receiver of the North Wales Narrow 
Gauge Railways Company that ultimately became the Welsh Highland 
Railway. He was also Manager and Receiver of the Manchester & Milford 
Railway from 1880 to 1904. A man of significant wealth he owned houses in 
Scotland and Surrey and a steam yacht. He is the eponymous origin of the 
Hunslet built steam locomotive Russell, that survives in North Wales.  

Nick’s illustrated talk covered how he became acquainted with the Welsh 
Highland Railway and with Russell and his thorough research into every 
aspect of Russell’s life and connections with many other entrepreneurial 
railway companies was very interesting. 

The Committee published its 2020 programme, which includes a provisional 
booking for our original speaker, John Barker who was going to speak on  
Probate Research or Heir Hunting: Expert trackers or big game 
hunters?  This has been scheduled for 10 June 2020… fingers crossed! 

Tonight:  

Our very own Lynn Hockton and Lesley Plant are going to talk to us about 
the Civil War in Warwickshire: The Loss Accounts Project that they have 
been involved with. 

Next Meeting: 

13 Nov: DNA & Family History Research  
We will be welcoming back Barbara Griffiths, who spoke to us 
about One-Name Studies in June 2018. 

Local Groups & Societies 

• Kenilworth History & Archaeology Society  
Meetings 7:30pm for 7:45pm at Kenilworth Senior Citizens’ Club, CV8 1QJ  

14 Oct: John Burton: By George! Why we still love George Elliot    

• Rugby Family History Society  
Meetings 7:30pm at Percival Guildhouse,  CV21 3BY  

21 Oct: Ian Waller: Newspapers - A Source for Family History   

• Leamington History Group  
Meetings 7:30pm at Dormer Conference Centre, CV32 5AA  

28 Oct: Mike Musson and Friends: The London & North Western Railway in 
Warwickshire    



f @KenilworthFamilyHistorySociety 

e KenilworthFamilyHistorySociety.wordpress.com 

t : 01926 853841 

kenilworthfhs@gmail.com 

News 
Midland Ancestors Website   
Unfortunately, despite the committee’s best attempts to advise of  
the change of speaker in September, we were not able to 
communicate with those MA members who do not come to our 
meetings regularly and are not on our communication list. This is 
one of the peculiarities of the centralised membership and we 
have been in touch with MA, who are happy to hand over a 
degree of control of our section of the central website.  This will 
be another tool in our communications ‘arsenal’ and we are 
currently awaiting a training session with Phil Lamb soon. 

Crafting Live at Stoneleigh 

Committee members, Chris and Nick, helped the Family History Federation out 
at the Crafting Live exhibition on Saturday, 21 September, manning their stand, 
which was another opportunity to introduce ourselves and engage with more 
members of the public. 

Warwick Words History Festival: Warwickshire History Societies Fair 
On Saturday, 5 October, we had a presence at the History Societies Fair at the 
Courthouse Ballroom. As well as getting the word out to the public, this gave us 
a great opportunity to meet up with other history societies in the area, including 
Warwickshire Local History Society, Friends of Warwickshire County Record 
Office, Kenilworth History & Archaeology Society, as well as Jaqui Kirk with the 
Warwick & Leamington Family History Society. This worked well when it came to 
a recent inquiry that we received: 

Joshua Horton Dawes and Kenilworth Castle 

At the beginning of October the Committee received an inquiry from a member 
of the public, who wanted to know about a Joshua Dawes, whose address was 
given as Kenilworth Castle in the first Kennel Club Studbook, covering 1859 to 
1873. He was trying to trace him as the owner of a Deerhound called Warrior 
and place him in the history of the breed, because Warrior was sold in Australia, 
where he was used for breeding. 

Our Researcher, Nick looked into Joshua Dawes’ family history records, but we 
were not able to help with information about who was living at Kenilworth Castle 
at that time.  Fortunately, at the History Fair on 5 October we were placed next 
to Kenilworth History & Archaeology Society, who were able to tell us that the 
Castle was still in the ownership of the Earl of Clarendon, which gave us another 
route to investigate. 

Then in conversation with Ruth Barbour of Warwickshire Local History Society, I 
mentioned this inquiry and it turns out her other specialism is dogs and she has 
a library of information about the Kennel Club. Our discussion set her off with the 
enthusiasm that any family historian or researcher will be familiar with and by the 
next morning we had received 3 emails and found that far from being a 
kennelman or tenant farmer renting the Castle gatehouse, the Dawes were a 
wealthy local family and Joshua’s father died at The Hall, Kenilworth. 

There’s a little more research to do, but the Committee is very grateful for all the 
assistance—it’s great what a little cooperation can do! 
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